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This is an abridged version of the GardaWorld Weekly Libya .Xplored report. To subscribe to our full report or to
request a quote for security services in Libya please contact Nicholas Bennett, Regional Director, Libya.
Disclaimer: The information and opinions expressed in this Report are the views of GardaWorld and constitute a judgment as at the date of the Report and are
subject to change without notice. The information and opinions expressed in this Report have been formed in good faith on the basis of the best information and
intelligence available at the time of writing, but no representation or warranty, express or implied, is made as to its accuracy, completeness or correctness.
GardaWorld accepts no liability arising out of or in connection with the comments made or the information set out in this Report and the reader is advised that any
decision taken to act or not to act in reliance on this Report is taken solely at the reader’s own risk. In particular, the comments in this Report should not be
construed as advice, legal or otherwise.
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OUTLOOK
Short term outlook
▪

▪

▪

▪

Operation Flood of Dignity, launched against Tripoli by the LNA, is set to continue. The situation remains
dynamic with ground exchanging hands frequently between the combatants. Although focused on Tripoli,
GNA efforts to sever LNA supply lines and push them out of the southern suburbs will see a continuation of
fighting south of the capital. The LNA will continue to try and degrade opposition military capability while
looking to extend its control over Tripoli.
The situation around Tripoli has the potential to cause conflagration in the northwest as well as Jufra with
various groups being drawn into the fight. There is also the potential for various armed groups, including
terrorists, to exploit security weaknesses caused by the fighting in Tripolitania, across Libya.
Although there has been some international pressure to halt the fighting, this has not yet gained traction and
various external supporters are looking to exploit the opportunities presented by the conflict to further their
own agendas or to protect their influence. Any serious human rights breaches in or around Tripoli could harden
international resolve to push for a cessation, however for now, international support from various states will
continue to fuel the fighting.
Terrorist groups remain active across Libya and will continue to mount attacks against security forces,
government, and state institutions. Sirte and Fezzan have seen recent reassertions of presence. They also
pose a threat to more symbolic targets as well as the international community. The conflict in Tripoli may
provide opportunities for IS or others to plan and execute terrorist attacks in Tripolitania.

Medium to long term outlook
▪

▪

The LNA push for control of Libya is altering the balance of power and has resulted in a significant setback for
the political process. The outcome of the conflict will be a main factor in determining how and when the political
process resumes. The conflict will likely see a shifting of allegiances and various deals as groups and
individuals look to protect their spheres of influence and status. It will also impact on factional influences with
some empowered by the conflict, and others degraded.
With security focus on the Tripoli offensive, there is a risk that the power vacuum that had helped incubate
terrorist organizations and criminal gangs, will return to the Fezzan.

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
Operation Flood of Dignity/ Volcano of Rage
▪

▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Activity associated with Operation Flood of Dignity/ Volcano of Rage has reduced this week. Air operations
have become dominant although there are indications that activity could begin to intensify once again in the
coming weeks with both sides bringing in reinforcements.
There has been little movement on the ground although the GNA has threatened the LNAs control around
Tripoli International Airport while the LNA has made some small gains in Ain Zara and Wadi Alrabea.
The GNA military spokesman Mohamed Gnounou confirmed this week that the GNA has “reactivated old
agreements with Turkey regarding military cooperation.”
Some reports have claimed that the Shahr E Kord, an Iranian vessel on the US sanctions list which docked in
Misrata with 144 containers around April 23, was carrying 20,000 missiles.
The GNA tried to win more support in the divided town of Zintan by recognizing 710 fighters from the town,
who were killed during the 2014 civil war, as “martyrs.”
Calls by the UN for a one-week “humanitarian” truce, beginning on May 06, the first day of Ramadan, went
unheeded by both sides.
The LNA shot down a GNA jet over Hira. The Portuguese pilot was captured by the LNA and gave a
“confession” which was released to the public.
The UAE and Saudi Arabia have allegedly pledged “$200 million” to help fund the LNA offensive in Tripolitania.
The WHO reported that as of May 08, 443 people have died, and 2,110 have been injured due to Operation
Flood of Dignity/ Volcano of Rage.
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Governance
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

▪

Sarraj conducted a European tour this week in an attempt to seek support for the GNA. Sarraj traveled to
Rome first on May 06 before heading to France, Germany and then Britain.
Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte is seeking a meeting with Field Marshal Khalifa Haftar after he met with
Prime Minister Fayez Sarraj.
The British Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt has reiterated calls for a ceasefire in Libya and stated that the UK
has not “ruled out Haftar from a role in a future Libyan government.”
French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian has allegedly accused the GNA of allowing Turkey to “interfere
in Libya's affairs” after meetings with the minister of interior.
Acting Permanent Representative of the United States to the United Nations, Ambassador Jonathan Cohen,
stated that the US supports a ceasefire and the resumption of UN-backed dialogue in Libya.
The GNA has published a list of 40 companies whose contracts have expired in Libya, with the Minister of
Economy and Industry (GNA) Ali Isswai, stating their operations were suspended. French IOC Total was on
the list, prompting speculation that the move was in retaliation for Paris’s perceived support for the LNA.
Prime Minister Abdullah Thinni (HoR) appointed new mayors for Qaser Bin Ghashir and Suq al-Khamis after
the towns cut ties with the GNA and pledged to the HoR on April 28. New mayors have already been appointed
in Sabratha and Gharyan.

Security
▪

▪

▪
▪

Fezzan has seen three high-profile attacks this week. The first targeted an LNA military Training Camp on
May 04. The second saw armed men attacking Ghadduwah town on May 09 while the third saw the Joint
Security Room HQ in Murzuq coming under a sustained attack on May 10. The attacks have been claimed
by/ blamed on IS, the Tebu and the Southern Protection Force which is aligned with the GNA.
The GNA has now ordered its security affiliates in the south not to adhere to HoR orders. The move comes
after the HoR warned entities in Fezzan not to conform to orders by the GNA in another sign of the deteriorating
relationship between the two governments.
Nine Italian fishing boats were “intercepted” by the Libya coastguard in the Gulf of Sirte on May 04. Two Italian
naval patrol boats pulled alongside the fishing boats and escorted them away.
The Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln has departed the Mediterranean for the Middle East
following a White House decision to dispatch an aircraft carrier and other military resources following clear
indications that Iranian and Iranian proxy forces were preparing to possibly attack U.S. forces in the region.

Oil & Gas
▪
▪

Mustafa Sanalla, Chairman of the NOC, has demanded that the conflict in Tripolitania stops. He warned that
the country’s oil sector was at increased risk from terrorism as a result of the conflict.
Reporting has suggested that on April 08, a contract was signed with Sulaco Group and the parallel NOC in
Benghazi to export two million barrels of crude oil.

KEY DATES
Date

Occasion

Comment

June 05 – 06

Eid ul-Fitr

End of Ramadan

July

AU/ UN International Conference on Libya?

Addis Ababa

August 11

Arafat Day

August 12-14

Eid al-Adha

September 01

Islamic New Year

September 16

Martyr’s Day
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October

AU proposed elections

Considered unlikely at present

October 23

Liberation Day

November 10

Birthday of the Prophet Mohammed

December 24

Independence Day

THREAT MATRIX
Region

Political

Terrorism

Militancy

Crime

K&R

Tripolitania

High-Extreme

High-Extreme

Extreme

High

High

Cyrenaica

High

High

Moderate

Moderate-High

Moderate

Fezzan

High

High-Extreme

High

High

High

Threat Scale

Minimal

Low

Moderate

High

Extreme

LATEST DEVELOPMENTS
Operation Flood of Dignity
Overview
Activity levels associated with Operation Flood of Dignity have reduced this week with 132 incidents reported. The
week saw the onset of Ramadan and the conclusion of the LNA’s “Phase One” with both sides claiming they are
to begin “Phase Two.” Casualty figures also reduced after doubling last week.
Air superiority
The LNA has continued to showcase its air capability this week. It has focused on night-time operations, although
not exclusively, and targeted GNA command and control, supplies and positions.
On May 07, the LNA brought down another GNA jet, just after it had carried out an airstrike near Hira. This is the
second jet brought down by the LNA during the conflict; on April 23, a jet was brought down after attacking Watiyah
airbase.
Ground Operations
Ground operations have been more muted, especially towards the end of the week. The number of armed clashes
dropped by around half from 55 to 29. Clashes took place in Khallet Furjan, Wadi Alrabea, Ain Zara, Zatarna, and
around Tripoli International Airport.
Politics
The relationship between the GNA and HoR has deteriorated further this week. Both are trying to secure their
influence in Fezzan while reporting has indicated that a contract was signed on April 08 for the parallel NOC in
Benghazi to export oil.
Prime Minister Fayez Sarraj (GNA) conducted a European tour this week in a bid to build support. After visiting
Rome, he went on to France, Germany, and Britain.
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT
Tripolitania
Significant activity
▪ Armed Clash - May 02 16:00, Tripoli Province, Tripoli International Airport: The Burkan al-Ghadab militia
(GNA) claimed control of the Airport Road bridge while the Misratan 166 Brigade (GNA) claimed to be
advancing on Tripoli International Airport with reports they were close to the gates of the facility however by
2130hrs, the LNA was claiming control of the bridge after repelling the attack.
▪ Armed Clash - May 02 19:00, Tripoli Province, Espiaa: The LNA advanced after GNA forces withdrew. The
LNA recovered 43 GNA fighters’ bodies and seized six GNA vehicles. They also claimed to have detained a
field commander however it was unclear where.
▪ Armed Clash - May 02 21:00, Al-Jafara Province, Aziziyah: Clashes resumed after the LNA claimed control
of the town which remains contested. At midnight, the LNA withdrew back towards the town from the Assaeida
line with fighting continuing in the area.
▪ Armed Clash - May 02 21:30, Al-Jafara Province, Kasarat: The LNA claimed control over Kasarat, 12km
southwest of Aziziyah.
▪ Armed Clash - May 02 23:30, Tripoli Province, Tripoli International Airport: An attempt by Zawiyah and Janzour
groups to circumvent LNA forces and advance on TIP failed.
▪ Arrest - May 02, Tripoli Province, Tripoli: The LNA detained two journalists from the Ahrar channel during
clashes in Tripoli.
▪ Armed Clash - May 02, Tripoli Province, Ain Zara: Clashes resumed on the Ain Zara axis. The LNA
commander of the axis, Major General Fawzi al-Mansuri, refuted reports the LNA was withdrawing and claimed
they were making steady progress.
▪ Demonstration - May 03 16:00, Tripoli Province, Martyr's Square Tripoli: Demonstrators congregated in
Martyrs Square to protest against the LNA and the war for the fourth week running.
▪ IDF - May 03 20:00, Tripoli Province, Tripoli International Airport: Four rounds of IDF struck TIP with smoke
seen rising from the facility.
▪ Demonstration - May 03, Tripoli Province, Zawiyat Dahmani: Demonstrators from Martyrs Square headed to
the Saudi Embassy to protest against their perceived support for the LNA. Protestors referred to the recent
murder of Jamal Khashoggi and Madkhali Salafists.
▪ Demonstration - May 03, Misrata Province, Misrata: Demonstrators protested against the war in Tripoli.
▪ Airstrike - May 03, Tripoli Province, Wadi Alrabea: The GNA launched an airstrike against the LNA, destroying
two tanks.
▪ Armed Clash - May 03, Tripoli Province, Twaisha: The LNA withdrew from their positions during clashes
allowing the GNA to advance. The LNA has been losing ground in the area around the airport for the previous
24-48 hours.
▪ Demonstration - May 03, Al-Murqub Province, Zliten: Demonstrators protested against the LNA operation in
Tripoli.
▪ Armed Clash - May 03, Tripoli Province, Fitra Street: 9 Brigade (LNA) attacked pro-GNA forces in al-Fitra
Street.
▪ Armed Clash - May 04 04:00, Tripoli Province, Wadi Alrabea: The GNA advanced after clashes with the LNA.
An LNA tank was destroyed and a vehicle was seized. The GNA also arrested five LNA soldiers.
▪ Arrest - May 04, Tripoli Province, Tripoli: The MoI (GNA) arrested a criminal gang responsible for kidnappings
and hijackings. The gang targeted people in the Karkarach Bridge area and were residents of Ain Zara, Jaffara
and Tripoli.
▪ Airstrike - May 05 02:30, Tripoli Province, Ain Zara: The LNA carried out an airstrike against a GNA command
HQ.
▪ Armed Clash - May 05 14:30, Tripoli Province, Twaisha: Clashes resumed in Twaisha. The GNA reportedly
gained control while the LNA fell back however by around 2030hrs, the LNA was claiming control of the Four
Streets area, around 1.6km south of the airport.
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▪
▪
▪
▪

▪

▪
▪
▪

▪
▪

▪
▪
▪

▪
▪

▪

▪
▪

Armed Clash - May 05 14:45, Tripoli Province, Salem Bashir: The LNA advanced in Ain Zara while the GNA
fell back towards Salem Bashir.
Airstrike - May 05 15:00, Al-Jabal Al-Gharbi Province, Gharyan: The GNA mounted an airstrike against 8
Force Camp in Gharyan.
Airstrike - May 05 18:30, Tripoli Province, Sidi Sayeh: The GNA launched an airstrike however instead of
hitting an LNA vehicle, reports indicate it hit a civilian vehicle killing a man and his two children.
Airstrike - May 05 19:30, Tripoli Province, Wadi Alrabea: The LNA hit a GNA military convoy of four armed
vehicles (one with an anti-aircraft gun) resulting in a number of casualties and damage near the Arrahma
Mosque.
Armed Clash - May 05 19:45, Tripoli Province, Wadi Alrabea: The GNA fell back to the Baheish area after
clashes with the LNA. The GNA had reported their advance had destroyed a tank and an unknown number
of armed vehicles.
Airstrike - May 05, Nuqat Al-Khams Province, Watiyah Air Base: The GNA targeted Watiyah Airbase in the
first reported attack since they lost a Mirage Jet on April 23 whilst it attacked the base.
Armed Clash - May 05, Tripoli Province, Khallat al-Furjan: The LNA was pushed back behind Yarmouk Camp.
Crime - May 05, Al-Jabal Al-Gharbi Province, Shakshuk: An armed group stole millions of dinars from a cashin-transit van. The van had been sent by the CBL to Jadu for Ramadan. Security guards escorting the van
were allegedly abducted as well. Pro-GNA sources have claimed the group was acting under General Idris
Madi (LNA).
Airstrike - May 05, Nuqat Al-Khams Province, Suq al-Khamis: The GNA launched an airstrike which hit the
home of Abdul Aziz Hashad.
Kidnap - May 05, Tripoli Province, Tripoli: Captain Nawras al-Atrash, a pilot with Libyan Airlines, was
kidnapped from his room at the Assafi Hotel. The incident comes after Interior Minister (GNA) Fathi Bashagha
called for the arrest of whoever is found to be involved in undermining the security of the capital, as he put it.
Atrash is from Benghazi and the incident raises concerns of the possibility of an increase in tit-for-tat kidnaps/
arrests by authorities and militias in east and west as tensions grow over Operation Flood of Dignity.
Airstrike - May 06 22:00, Tripoli Province, Ain Zara: The LNA carried out three separate airstrikes on GNA
positions over around 30-40 minutes. One impacted near the al-Qarqani Mosque.
Airstrike - May 06, Al-Jabal Al-Gharbi Province, Gharyan: The GNA hit an ammunition depot.
IDF - May 06, Al-Jafara Province, Hira: The LNA targeted GNA positions near the Hira Checkpoint. The area
has been contested however the LNA has held it for a number of days now and maybe looking to push GNA
forces further back or deflect another advance on the key location along the Gharyan supply route.
Airstrike - May 07 11:30, Al-Jafara Province, Hira: The GNA carried out an airstrike. A jet was later downed
in the area.
SAFire - May 07 12:00, Al-Jafara Province, Hira: The LNA downed a GNA jet near Hira. The Portuguese pilot
was arrested by the LNA who treated him from wounds sustained in his escape from the plane. The GNA
military spokesman Mohamed Qannouno, later claimed that the GNA was not missing any planes.
Airstrike - May 07 23:00, Tripoli Province, Tajura: An LNA airstrike hit a workshop at the TRB/ Daman camp.
The strike hit 60m away from a migrant detention center, sending shrapnel onto the building where women
and children are locked up.
Airstrike - May 08 11:59, Tripoli Province, Janzour: The LNA reportedly used an Air Tractor 8802 to target a
Janzour Knights ammunition depot at an old tourist compound near Oea. The compound was hit three times.
Airstrike - May 08 15:00, Tripoli Province, Wadi Alrabea: The LNA mounted a short-lived siege after airstrikes
dislodged GNA from their positions. The GNA fighters surrendered to the LNA.

Cyrenaica
Significant activity
▪ Kidnap - Apr 29, Benghazi Province, Suluq: Saad Dinar, the chief of the Oil Workers Union was kidnapped.
▪ SAF - May 01, Benghazi Province, Benghazi: An LNA fighter was shot and killed in a drive-by shooting. The
fighter had allegedly withdrawn from Operation Flood of Dignity in Tripoli.
▪ Accident - May 04, Al-Wahat Province, Brega: One person was killed in a road traffic collision while another
was wounded.
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▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

SAF - May 07, Benghazi Province, Benghazi: A civilian was wounded by a stray bullet.
Arrest - May 07, Benghazi Province, Benghazi: CID arrested a man in possession of a machine gun, 167
rounds of ammunition, a hand-grenade, a bladed weapon and four bits of cannabis in Sidi Ali.
Accident - May 08, Al-Marj Province, Bayyadah: Three people were killed and two injured in a road traffic
collision 100km west of Benghazi
SAF - May 08, Benghazi Province, Benghazi: A child was killed in a shooting in Waishi during an argument.
Armed Attack - May 08, Benghazi Province, Benghazi: The family of a child killed in a random shooting
attacked a hospital, destroying an operating room in an attempt to take revenge on the perpetrator of the
shooting who was receiving medical treatment.

Fezzan
Significant activity
▪ Armed Attack - May 04 04:00, Sabha Province, Sabha: An armed group attacked the Jibril Baba Military
Camp. Half an hour later, the Sabha Security room declared a state of emergency and ordered a full
mobilization to the camp and the Sabha Oil Depot which was attacked on April 29. At 0630hrs, 73 Brigade
(LNA) confirmed the attack had been repelled. 116 Battalion (LNA) was part of the reinforcements. The camp
is a training facility near Sabha Airport and is home to 106 Brigade. The attack included the use of IDF. A
dozen inmates were also freed during the attack, some of which had been detained in connection with the
Fugaha attack. Some reporting has claimed the attack was carried out by Tebu forces, possibly acting for the
GNA. The Tebu lost out during the LNA offensive at the beginning of 2019 and have been blamed for a
number of attacks since. Reports indicate five LNA and five attackers were killed in the attack. At least one
of the LNA soldiers was beheaded.
▪ SAF - May 05, Murzuq Province, Murzuq: A drive-by shooting claimed the lives of three sons of Hammad
Tanani of the HCS.
▪ Armed Attack - May 07, Sabha Province, Sabha Medical Centre: Three armed men attacked the Sabha
Medical Centre. One was killed by security guards at the centre and two escaped.
▪ Armed Clash - May 09 07:00, Sabha Province, Ghadduwah: Initial reports suggest armed men attacked the
town, killing at least three civilians and setting houses on fire. Ali al-Kaboush, a former Libyan diplomat was
reportedly murdered in his home. At least one person may have been abducted. The attack is being blamed
on IS.
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ACRONYM LIST
AQ - Al-Qaeda
AIOR – Anti-IS Operations Room (Sabratah)
BAM – Al Bunyan Al Marsous (Misrata aligned)
BDB – Benghazi Defense Brigade / Saraya Defend Benghazi (SDB) (Al Qaeda-aligned – AAS and RSCB
associated/umbrella group)
CBL – Central Bank of Libya
CNI – Critical National Infrastructure
DACOCT - Deterrence Apparatus for Combating Organized Crime and Terrorism
DPF – Derna Protection Force (an amalgamation of all militias in Derna, including the MSCD)
GATMJB GECOL – General Electricity Company of Libya
GMMR – Great Man-made River
GNA – Government of National Accord (UN-backed)
GNC – General National Congress
HNEC – High National Elections Commission
HoR – House of Representatives (Tobruk-based)
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons
IED - Improvised Explosive Device
IOC - International Oil Company
IS - Islamic State
LIFG – Libyan Islamic Fighting Group
LNA – Libyan National Army
LNG – Libyan National Guard
LPA – Libyan Political Agreement
LROR - Libyan Revolutionary Operations Room
MoD - Ministry of Defense
MoF - Ministry of Finance
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education
MoI - Ministry of Interior
MoJ - Ministry of Justice
MoO - Ministry of Oil
MoT - Ministry of Transportation
MSCD – Mujahideen Shura Council of Derna (AQ aligned)
NFDK - No Further Details Known
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity)
NOC – National Oil Company
NSG – National Salvation Government (GNC)
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report
PC – Presidency Council (GNA)
PG – Presidential Guard
PFG- Petroleum Facilities Guard
PSC - Private Security Company
PSD - Private Security Detail
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade
RSCB - Revolutionary Shura Council of Benghazi
RTA - Road Traffic Accident
SDB – Saraya Defend Benghazi / Benghazi Defense Brigade (BDB) (Al Qaeda-aligned – AAS and RSCB
associated/umbrella group)
SDF – Rada Deterrence Force/ Special Deterrence Force/ Rada
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck
TPF – Tripoli Protection Force (TRB, Nawasi, Bab Tajoura Brigade and Ghneiwa umbrella group)
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and
our clients in their decision-making.
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily,
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for,
manage, and respond to risks.
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional
representative libya.RAM@garda.com.
For more information on how our services can support your business in Libya contact:
Nicholas Bennett
Regional Director, Libya:
Nicholas.Bennett@garda.com

GARDAWORLD
A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions.
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives,
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their
business.
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com
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